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EU Project 6G4Society Concludes: Shaping a
People-Centred and Sustainable Vision for 6G

The EU-funded project 6G4Society will official-
ly conclude in December 2025, marking an im-
portant step in Europe’s preparations for the next
generation of connectivity. After nearly two years
of research, public engagement, and collabora-
tion within and beyond the SNS ecosystem, the
project has delivered concrete tools, methodol-
ogies, and insights to ensure that future 6G net-
works serve people, communities, and the planet.

Funded under the Smart Networks and Services
Joint Undertaking (SNS JU) within the EU’s Hori-
zon Europe programme, 6G4Society focused on
embedding societal, environmental, and eco-
nomic values into the early design of 6G technol-
ogies. The project’s outcomes were presented at
its final event, held online on 15 December 2025,
bringing together researchers, policymakers, in-
dustry representatives, and civil society voices
from across Europe.

A central conclusion of the project is that the
success of 6G will depend not only on techni-
cal performance but also on social acceptance,
trust, governance, and sustainability. Indeed,
6G4Society showed that technology-driven in-
novation risks overlooking societal dimensions,
and that values such as privacy, inclusion, and Eu-
ropean technology sovereignty must be embed-
ded from the earliest design stages. The project
highlighted systemic privacy challenges linked
to 6G as well as the need for inclusion-by-de-
sign and democratic oversight to ensure legiti-
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macy and trust. It also called for moving beyond
trade-off thinking on sustainability, promoting
holistic co-optimisation across environmental,
social, and economic goals. Together, these in-
sights underline the importance of value-based
R&I governance, anticipatory impact assess-
ment, and continuous stakeholder engagement
to ensure that Europe’s future 6G delivers lasting
public value and reflects EU democratic princi-
ples.

"With 6G4Society, we demonstrated that so-
cietal values and sustainability can be translat-
ed into practical tools for technology develop-
ment,” said Dr. Monique Calisti, Coordinator of
the 6G4Society project and CEO of Martel Inno-
vate. "Embedding these kinds of requirements
and needs early is essential to ensure that future
networks are trustworthy, inclusive, and sustain-
able by design.’

Key results of the project include:

The Social Acceptance of Technology (SAT)
framework, addressing acceptance beyond
adoption and focusing on values, trust, and
societal impact.

The Key Value Indicators (KVI) framework
and the KVI Ontology, to guide value-driven
innovation and to set a framework for practi-
cal applicability for SNS-JU projects.
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+ Insights from public engagement activities
and a Europe-wide Citizens’ Questionnaire,
highlighting public priorities such as priva-
cy, cybersecurity, environmental sustain-
ability, and transparent governance.

+ An information package for non-experts,
comprising visual information sheets, in-
fographics, and an animated video that ex-
plains 6G and its application areas in clear,
accessible, and relatable language for the
general public.

Through contributions to SNS JU and 6G In-
dustry Association working groups, and col-
laboration with research initiatives across Eu-
rope, 6G4Society has helped establish shared
methodologies and a common vocabulary for
responsible and inclusive 6G innovation.

As the project comes to an end, its outcomes
provide a lasting reference for policymakers,
researchers, and industry working to ensure
that Europe’s future connectivity delivers long-
term public value.

About 6G4Society

6G4Society is an SNS JU project that supports
and promotes the integration of societal, en-
vironmental, and economic values in 6G, en-
suring its design, development, and adoption
contribute to a sustainable future while foster-
ing social acceptance. The project has received
funding from the Smart Networks and Services
Joint Undertaking (SNS JU) under the Europe-
an Union’s Horizon Europe research and inno-
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Learn more at www.6g4society.eu
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